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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 HELSIN 02503 260824Z 
15 

ACTION EB- 11 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO AGR-20 CEA-02 CIAE-00 COME-OO 
DODE-OO FRB-02 H-03 INR-10 INT-08 L-03 LAB-06 NSAE-00 
NSC- 10 PA-03 RSC-01 AID-20 CIEP-02 SS-15 STR-08 
TAR-02 TRSE-00 USIA-15 PRS-01 SPC-03 OMB-01 DRC-01 
/173W 

064727 

R 260800Z SEP 73 
FM AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6775 

UNCLAS HELSINKI 2503 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ECON, EFIN, FI 

SUBJECT: FINLAND'S IMPORT LICENSING CONTROLS 
REF: STATE 187334 

1. MFA OFFICIAL RESPONDED TO EMBASSY INQUIRY (AS 
INSTRUCTED IN REFTEL) CONCERNING FINNISH INTENTIONS 
TO CONSULT WITH GATT CONTRACTING PARTIES ON ITS 
NEW IMPORT LICENSING CONTROLS WITH FOLLOWING: (1) 
FINLAND NOTIFIED THE GATT ON SEPTEMBER 4 OF ITS IMPOSITION 
OF NEW IMPORT LICENSING REQUIREMENTS CITING ARTICLE 

12 AS JUSTIFICATION. (2) FINLAND DOES NOT PLAN 
TO TAKE INITIATIVE ON CONSULTATIONS WITH CONTRACTING 
PARTIES, BUT IS PREPARED TO HOLD BI-LATERAL CONSULTA- 
TIONS WITH ANY CONTRACTING PARTY REQUESTING THEM. 

2. EMBOFF NOTED THAT ALTHOUGH HE HAD NO INSTRUCTIONS 
TO RAISE THE POINT, THAT ARTICLE 12, PARAGRAPH 4 REQUIRES 
COUNTRY IMPOSING IMPORT RESTRICTIONS FOR BALANCE OF 
PAYMENTS REASONS TO CONSULT WITH CONTRACTING PARTIES. 
MFA OFFICIAL PROFESSED SURPRISE TO DISCOVER THAT 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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TEXT OF GATT DID SEEM TO IMPOSE FORMAL REQUIREMENT 
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FOR INITIATING CONSULTATIONS, BUT REPEATED THAT THERE 
WERE NO PLANS TO DO SO FOR THE MOMENT. 

KREHBIEL 
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